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ACTS
Jesus Is Taken up into Heaven

1 Theophilus, I wrote about Jesus in my earlier
2 book. I wrote about all he did and taught until the
day he was taken up to heaven. Before Jesus left,
he gave orders to the apostles he had chosen. He
did this through the Holy Spirit. After his suffering
and death, he appeared to them. In many ways
he proved that he was alive. He appeared to them
over a period of 40 days. During that time he
spoke about God’s kingdom. One day Jesus was
eating with them. He gave them a command.
“Do not leave Jerusalem,” he said. “Wait for the
gift my Father promised. You have heard me talk
5 about it. John baptised with water. But in a few
days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.”
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Then the apostles gathered around Jesus and
asked him a question. “Lord,” they said, “are you
going to give the kingdom back to Israel now?”
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He said to them, “You should not be concerned
about times or dates. The Father has set them
by his own authority. But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes on you. Then you
will tell people about me in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria. And you will even tell other
people about me from one end of the earth to
the other.”
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After Jesus said this, he was taken up to heaven.
The apostles watched until a cloud hid him from
their sight.

While he was going up, they kept on looking at the
sky. Suddenly two men dressed in white clothing
stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said,
“why do you stand here looking at the sky? Jesus
has been taken away from you into heaven. But he
will come back in the same way you saw him go.”

Matthias Is Chosen to Take the Place of Judas
Iscariot

The apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill
called the Mount of Olives. It is just over half a
mile from the city. When they arrived, they went
upstairs to the room where they were staying.
Here is a list of those who were there. Peter,
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that now at last it may be God’s plan to open the
way for me to visit you.

11 I long to see you. I want to make you strong by
12 giving you a gift from the Holy Spirit. I want us
to encourage one another in the faith we share.
13 Brothers and sisters, I want you to know that I
planned many times to visit you. But until now
I have been kept from coming. My work has
produced results among the other Gentiles. In the
same way, I want to see results among you.

14 I have a duty both to Greeks and to non-Greeks.
I have a duty both to wise people and to foolish

15 people. So I really want to preach the good news
also to you who live in Rome.

16 I want to preach it because I'm not ashamed of
the good news. It is God’s power to save everyone
who believes. It is meant first for the Jews. It is

17 meant also for the Gentiles. The good news shows
God’s power to make people right with himself.
God’s power to be made right with him is given to
the person who has faith. It happens by faith from
beginning to end. It is written, “The one who is
right with God will live by faith.”

God’s Anger against Sinners

18 God shows his anger from heaven. It is against all
the godless and evil things people do. They are so
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19 evil that they say no to the truth. The truth about

20 God is plain to them. God has made it plain. Ever
since the world was created it has been possible
to see the qualities of God that are not seen. 'm
talking about his eternal power and about the fact
that he is God. Those things can be seen in what
he has made. So people have no excuse for what
they do.

21 They knew God. But they didn’t honour him as
God. They didn’t thank him. Their thinking became
worthless. Their foolish hearts became dark.

22 They claimed to be wise. But they made fools of

23 themselves. They
would rather have
statues of gods
than the glorious
God who lives for
ever. Their statues
of gods are made
to look like people,
birds, animals and /N \\\
reptiles. §

24 So God let them go. He allowed them to do what
their sinful hearts wanted to. He let them commit
sexual sins. They made one another’s bodies

25 impure by what they did. They chose a lie instead
of the truth about God. They worshipped and
served created things. They didn’t worship the
Creator. But he is praised for ever. Amen.
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